
Chairman’s Report 2019 

Unusually for us, this year has seen a high turnover of club members. 

 We’ve obviously lost Judith and Mark Heffer, who have been major contributors not only in 

playing for the club but also in helping it to run smoothly 

 We’ve also lost Paul Shellard who unfortunately we didn’t see at all after the season started; 

Dominic Fanning who played at least one match for us, and Jack Jeffrey who was only with 

us up to Christmas 

 We have though picked up 5 new players: Andrew, Greg, Nathan, Lee and (on an occasional 

basis) Rob Davies 

 Paul Kenning falls into both camps: he joined us during the last season and has decided not 

to play in the coming one 

That does underline though the importance of both attracting new members (and the website which 

Adam maintains plays a major part in that) but, perhaps more importantly, keeping them. Adam will 

come back to this in his report so I’ll just say, please attend when you DON’T have a match if you 

possible can. We need to ensure that there is always someone to play anyone who drops in. 

Ensuring that the club has a future is very important but we must not forget the present nor our 

longer-standing members. Again, I’ll leave a fuller mention of the 100 club to Adam and just say that 

by the end of the 2019-20 season I’m anticipating three more will have joined that club (David, Gary, 

and Adam). That is a very worthwhile achievement and a measure of their contribution to the club. 

I’d like to thank Adam for sharing the opening up of the club with me recently – we have no choice 

now only having two keys! But even if it is tricky to help opening up, any help with putting stuff away 

as part of closing up is always very welcome – those of you who do what used to be called the 

“anthem dash” please think again. 

Similarly could team captains remember that milk doesn’t appear magically – as we all know, it 

comes from Tesco’s. So if you have a match, please bring some – I personally don’t care because I 

drink my coffee black! (We’ll miss Mark and Judith particularly here as they were very good at this.) 

We hosted the H&D final this year and both clubs thanked us for our hospitality. I would, of course, 

have preferred only one other club to be here but it was good to get those comments.Our club has a 

reputation of being welcoming and friendly but we all need to ensure that it stays that way. There is 

no reason why it shouldn’t if we all remember that chess is supposed to be enjoyable and try to 

ensure that it is for everyone … except our opponents of course! 

 

  Charles Willbe, 5/9/19 

 


