
 

B . S . C . C .  
The Bishop’s Stortford Chess Club  

 

Annual General Meeting 2020 
 

 

 

Due to Covid19, the AGM will be held remotely via video link. 

 

Members: Mr Ieuan Ward Mr Nigel Kerby Mr Neville Twitchell Mr Gary Thurston 

Mr Tim Acton Mr Osilara Osiyemi Mr Laurie Mercer Mr Robert Davies Mr Nathan Wong 

Mr Charles Willbe Mr Peter Jurd Mr Adam Hirst Mr David Hobden Mr Robert Hitchings 

Mr G. Grzegorzewski Mr Michael Dunsire Mr Paul Shellard Mr Lee Walton Mr Kevin White 

Mr William Young Mr Neil Thompson Mr Andrew Cowlin   

 Mr Darren Martin    

     

    Name Present 

    Name Absent 
 

 

 

 

 

Agenda: Minutes 

1 
Apologies of 

Absence 

Nigel Kerby, Robert Davies, Darren Martin. 
It was noted that Robert had technical difficulties and was unable to join the group. 
 

2 
Minutes of Last 

AGM 
There are no objections to the last years minutes. 

3 Matters Arising 
No matters arising were noted 

 

4 
Chairman’s 

Report 

Charles 

It was noted by Charles where each league team ended their season before the lockdown hit. 
It was further noted that the club has the venue secured as and when we return to OTB chess 
and that we still store our equipment on the church premises. 
 

5 
Treasurer’s 

Report 

Robert H 

(Please see treasurers report (on website)). 
Andrew did ask about what was going to happen with regards subs for the new season. 
Charles wanted this to be part of the discussion in AOB. 
 

6 
Secretary’s 

Report 

Adam 

(Please see Secretary’s report (on website)). 
This had already been widely distributed. The individual achievements of Ieuan, Robert, Tim, 
Andrew, Charles, David & Lara were highlighted. 
 

Date: Thursday 10.09.17 

Time:  7:30pm Onwards 

Venue: NA 

Chairman: Charles Willbe 

Secretary: Adam Hirst 

Treasurer: Robert Hitchings 



7 
Captains 
Reports 

B.S.C.C. T1 Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 

(Ieuan) 
We played 8 matches. We were in second place behind Watford 2 at season end and would 
have needed to win all our matches to go up. Definitely had a stronger home team than away 
team. 
Think I got 7/8 and I know Will also had a very good season. Unfortunately, the e2-e4 is not 
working at the moment, so not sure of exact results. 
 
It was noted that William is now officially Team 1’s lucky talisman (based purely on the basis 
that the team only won when Will won).  
It was noted that the team were originally quite upbeat and looking forward to challenge for 
top spot with a very strong team, however Paul’s decision to leave (again) and the 
inconsistency of the 5 main protagonists meant that the ‘strong’ team never quite happened. 
It was noted that on one occasion the team had to field an ungraded player in the team given 
the lack of availability (and/or communication) of all other members. 
 
There was some concern about the online HCA looking to mirror the OTB leagues. It was 
assured that this, while not yet confirmed, will not be the case. 
 

 
 

B.S.C.C. T2 Captain’s Report – Andrew Cowlin 

(Andrew) 
Team 2 only played 6 matches this season, we had a bit of a shaky start but had just about hit 
our stride before the leagues were shut down.  
As we were missing Nigel, we only had 4 consistent team members so had to call upon team 3 

players for each game, but generally we had a good turnout from everyone.  

All individuals had some good results over the season but we missed a number of 

opportunities to win matches, missing out by a half point here or there, but I’m sure that’s 

always the way.  

We were sitting at the bottom of the table when COVID struck, but I think we had something 

like 4 games in hand over the next team (can’t confirm as E2 website not working) and hadn’t 

played our relegation contenders Little Heath at all. 

 

 

B.S.C.C. T3 Captain’s Report – Pete Jurd 

(Pete) 
2019-2020 season report where Covid-19 bought a whole new meaning to our strap line of 
"Death or Glory"... 
We had been promoted last season to division 4 and after a start to the season involving 2 
home losses. I was a little worried that we would be hopelessly out-graded in every match and 
might struggle to gain any points at all!  But we battled back and ended the curtailed season 
with 4 wins, 4 loses and a draw - pretty respectable all things considered - despite one 0-5 

whitewash  , we were just about safe from relegation when everything went crazy.   One 



noticeable result was against Stevenage 2 in December - this was from the report: 
Well done everyone:  Amazing result last night by Team 3 given their bottom board out-
graded our top board by 5 points!  Many thanks to David for stepping in at the last minute.  
Greg finally got the result we felt he was capable of (and played a little slower in the 
process!).  A wonderful win by Adam sealed the win at the very end of the night.  At minimum 
we haven't ended up losing every match this season!  
We are looking forward to the resumption of the OTB play again as soon as it is safe. 
 

 
 
 

H&D League Captain’s Report – Charles Willbe 

 
 
 

U120 League Captains Report – Robert H 

(Robert) 
We played 6 matches in total and were 4:2 down when the season was abruptly terminated. 
Encouraging victories were scored against Enfield and Hertford, while defeats were suffered 
against Welwyn, Hertford, Watford and St Albans. 
Many thanks to all those who played, with particular mention going to Pete, Nathan and Greg 
for driving.    
 
It was noted by Pete that playing for both T3 and U120 was quite a heavy play game load with 
16 games played in an incomplete season. 
 
10/09/2020 



 
 

The Russell Cup Captain’s Report – Ieuan Ward 

(Ieuan) 
We lost to Letchworth & Hitchin, think it was 3.5 -2.5. I think this is when Gary completely 
outplayed his opponent but time trouble reversed the result, which could have given us our 
first ever win in this competition.  
Not to be. One day! 
 
It was noted by William that this in fact is what happened in a league match, not the Russell 
Team game (although the outcome was the same). The clue was that Gary was off to Japan 
and couldn’t play in the Russell Cup. 
 

 
 

The Sharp Cup Captain’s Report – Tim Acton 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The U 140 Cup Captain’s Report – Adam Hirst 

(Adam) 

 
 
A stunning victory against Little Heath in the quarters led to an equally stunning defeat in the 
Semi’s against Stevenage. Given the grades difference, both victories were probably inevitable. 
 
My thanks to all who took part in either game. 
(Grades shown are Jan 2020) 

Player Little Heath  (H) Stevenage  (A) 

Tim Acton 134 C. Cook 133 1-0 G. Reilly 145 1-d 

Andrew Cowlin 140    M. Price 140 ½-½ 

Adam Hirst 125 M. Cheetham 127 ½-½ P. Fitzpatrick 145 0-1 

Neil Thompson 126 I. Gilmour 93 1-0 F. Sweigers 136 0-1 

Charles Will be 121 M. Heylen 68 1-0    

Grzeg Grzegorzewski 122 T. Feldman 63 1-0    

David Hobden 105    L. Jones 130 0-1 

 
 

  

The U 120 Cup Captain’s Report – Robert Hitchings 

(Robert) 

On Tuesday 26
th

 November 2019 we were knocked out of the Cup in the first round, 

defeated 3 :1 by a strong Hertford team. 

 

Many thanks to Pete, David, Lee and Nathan for playing. 

 

 
 



 
 

8 

Internal 
Competition 

Organiser 
Reports 

Club Championship – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
(Ieuan) 
I attach the club championship cross-table. We mostly finished 3 rounds.  
Only one person had a 3/3 and only one had 2.5/3, so in absence of any other satisfactory 
method, I guess the former is the winner and the latter takes second.  
 

Dr. Hewitt Cup – Charles Willbe 

(Please see organiser’s pdf report (on website)). 
 
It was noted by Charles that the Hewitt continued online and scheduled over a number of 
weeks and virtually completed. David won. Adam second. 
 

Simultaneous (All V Ieuan) – Ieuan Ward 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)).  
 

Rapid Play – Adam Hirst 

NA this season 
 
 

Blitz Competitions – William Young 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
 
It was noted that the tournament has great potential to integrate the juniors along with the 
senior members of the club. To that end, the Crosby Cup should still be awarded to the 
winner of the event (… so, Ieuan…), but the Hobden Cup could be awarded to the lead junior 
member of the tournament. The tournament can also be completed in line with the Junior 
calendar.  
 

9 
B.S.J.C.C. 

Report 

Tim Acton 

(Please see organiser’s written report (on website)). 
(Tim) 
This report harks back to an activity we will surely return to soon, when people meet in the 
same space-time to encourage boys and girls to play chess, over the board. 
 
I must confess to a lack of detail for me to anchor this report to.  My diary is devoid of any 
entries relating to the juniors on Thursday evenings, save with the single exception of 23 
January 2020 when my calendar includes the grave observation: “No Adam”. Doubtless this 



was intended as a warning to me, to ensure that (a) I arrived at the church hall in good time, 
and (b) I had some cunning plan up my sleeve.   
 
Otherwise, I think it’s safe to report that the Juniors will have met for a few weeks before 
Christmas 2019, and for a few weeks before Easter 2020.  There is little more to recall.  Suffice 
it to say the juniors continued to thrive right up until the moment they were shutdown, just 
ahead of the government’s restrictions, mindful of the risks of transmission of this wretched 
virus.  
 
I have just remembered a positive innovation since the last report which is the new badge 
which Adam produced earlier this year, as a mark of distinction for the juniors.  It’s a very 
pleasing design and recommend that you get one if you can.   
 
I am unsure as to the subscriptions collected, but I seem to recall that after Mark Heffer’s and 
Robert’s encouragements, the collection of dues had proceeded with some greater efficiency 
than the years before.  I am unsure as to the exact numbers attending, and Adam will surely 
correct me if I’m wrong, but I recall that the juniors’ section was operating just under its 
maximum capacity, with just over maximum enthusiasm. 
 
There are many other details I am uncertain about, and simply cannot report for this reason.  
However, I am unambiguously clear that this well-used and much valued enterprise would not 
succeed without the input of Adam, Will, Pete, & Nathan.  Will, Pete, & Nathan provide 
steadfast individual support when required, and Adam has been known to come up with the 
odd idea or two, to engage the youngsters, with only a little booming now and again. 
 
Finally, although the magnificent juniors’ trophy was not awarded last season, I’m sure it will 
be in the not too distant future when this energetic enterprise is rekindled: everything is in 
place still - it just needs setting off.  It is something to look forward to. 
 
 

10 
Trophy 

Organiser 
Report 

Gary Thurston 

 

 
 

11 

Presentation of 
Trophies 

(Winners) 
 
 

Club Championship Blitz Tournament 

Club Champion Ieuan Ward Trent Cup Ieuan or William 

Challenger Trophy Lara Osiyemi Hobden Cup Hanako Ward 

Dr. Hewitt Cup  

Dr. Hewitt Cup David Hobden Brown Cup Tim Acton 

Leyn Cup Adam Hirst Ashley Cup Andrew Cowlin 

Rapid Play Tournament Chairman’s Cup Adam Hirst  

Crosby Cup NA  

Capsey Tankard NA 

 

 
12 
& 
13 

League Teams 
to Enter for 
Next Season 

 
Election of 
Captains 

Hertfordshire (HCA) Leagues 

 
It was agreed that, by default, the teams should be kept the same until we know better about 
how chess is going to move forward. The online format is not the same as the OTB chess. It 
looks to be that OTB chess is not happening until after Christmas. 
 
It was asked what happens to the OTB grades? There is no concrete answer to this at this 
time. 

 

HCA KO Cup Competitions 

This continues from the above.  



Other 

This continues from the above.  

 
14 

Election of 
Organisers & 
Officers for 

Internal 
Competitions & 

Duties 

The following organisers have been agreed by members at the AGM. Some appointments 
have been made on behalf of absentee members but with their approval. Any appointments 
made without a members consent are noted with an asterisk (*) and are subject to change. 

Chairman Charles Willbe 

Secretary Adam Hirst 

Treasurer Robert Hitchings 

 

Club Championship Ieuan Ward 

Dr. Hewitt Cup Charles Willbe 

Rapid Play Adam Hirst 

Blitz (& Handicap Blitz) William Young / Adam Hirst 

Simultaneous Ieuan Ward 

Consultation Pete Jurd 

Trophy Officer Gary Thurston 

ECF Enrolment & Grading Ieuan Ward 

Tour / Event Organiser  

Librarian David Hobden 

Webmaster Adam Hirst 

 

15 
Junior Chess 
Club Revival 

This is a bit up in the air still dependent on the return of OTB games (see above). There is 
the possibility of developing the juniors online but this needs to be organised asap if it is 
to happen after the Autumn half term in some form or another. 

 

16 AOB 

Club Fees 
It was agreed that:  

While a full season should still be £60; while the club is still ‘in lockdown’ that the fee 
should be 50% (£30) for this season. This may change as events change over the year. This 
proposal was unanimously agreed and carried. 
 
Pete asked if we are still paying rent?  
Charles explained, ‘Yes, but at a reduced rate.’ The exact figure again has not been 
calculated until more information can be made available. It was further note that the club 
pays rental fees from September to September in 2, 6month instalments. It was also 
noted that the club will have (when back open) the use of the larger hall to the club on 
club nights. 
 

Chess Now 
It was noted that the HCA are in the process of developing something online via ‘Lichess’, 
although what form this will take and how much game play there will be has still not been 
decided and details are still sketchy. 
 
It was noted that there was some good ‘online’ game play available over the past 6 months 
but perhaps too much led to the declining numbers which impacted on the success of the 
online chess nights. 
It was noted that the continuation of the Hewitt online was successful for those who 
preferred longer games online.  
It was noted that the better players were less inclined to play longer games online. 
 
It was agreed that Charles & Adam (plus anyone else interested) would review a timetable 
that limited the gameplay in order to keep interest and numbers at optimum level. It was 
suggested that we could broaden the club to include the HCA which would give more 
exposure and keep the numbers present high. 



 
It was agreed that there are several online versions of chess that can be played: Blitz, 
Rapid, Fischer, CrazyHouse, Simul… . It was also agreed that the longer, 2X30 minute 
matches were reasonably successful with the lower players.  

 

   

Meeting ended at:  8:45pm 

Club Secretary: Adam Hirst      10/09/2020 

 


